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Executive Summary

From 2024 to 2025, the American public’s opinion of China marked a notable transformation.
Spanning the election year of spring 2024 to the early days of the second Trump administration, our
national poll of 5,000 American adults reveals that while the majority is wary of China, sentiments
of extreme hostility are yielding to measured skepticism and conditional pragmatism. These shifts
occurred across demographics, but were driven most visibly among older Americans, Democrats,
and frequent consumers of Chinese media. Significantly, all strong opinions, whether strongly pro-
engagement or pro-confrontation last year, shifted to a preference for more nuanced engagement in
the 2025 survey.

In this poll, we asked the American public key questions about their changing attitudes toward
China in an attempt to understand the events responsible for those shifts, and how these changing
attitudes translate into support for U.S. strategic actions.

Americans have noticed the recent cooperation between the Chinese and U.S. governments on
fentanyl precursor regulation and renewed trade talks, and this engagement has led to softening
attitudes. As fewer Americans view China as a direct threat to the United States, there is a narrow
window of opportunity for targeted messaging and effective policy to further stabilize public opinion
and to drive bilateral cooperation on global security challenges.

Key Findings:

Decline in sharp hostility, modest improvement in American opinions about China
Shift from ideological positions to pragmatic engagement

Changing views driven by demographics

How specific issues shift U.S. public attitudes toward China
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Strategic Implications and Priorities:

Overall American attitudes are relatively flexible but anchored by
persistent concerns, creating both opportunities and constraints for U.S.
China policy. A successful approach will anchor engagement in domestic
consensus, pair cooperation with safeguards, and communicate with
clarity. Five priorities emerge:

Strengthen strategic communication with behavior-based
framing tied to specific Chinese actions and reciprocal
measures, tailored to distinct audiences, and designed to
engage high-information publics with credible, balanced
narratives.

Build a durable, bipartisan coalition by designing frameworks
that deliver measurable benefits to pragmatists, enforce
reciprocity for conditional supporters, and maintain safeguards
for skeptics. Pairing cooperative initiatives with visible
deterrence.

Leverage high-impact cooperation domains such as education
and public health to build trust across demographics, expand
exchange programs with reciprocity requirements, and deepen
fentanyl-related cooperation through transparent, measurable
mechanisms.

Recalibrate economic policy to protect consumers while
preserving competitiveness, shifting restrictions upstream,
phasing in unavoidable impacts, and embedding reciprocity to
broaden support.

Enhance crisis communication to combine deterrence with
engagement space, clearly distinguishing high-risk escalation
from limited frictions and reinforcing public confidence in U.S.
crisis management.
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